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September 2013 to August 2016

Å Instituteof Microbiology,ChineseAcademy
of Sciences

Å Executive Office of Endangered Species
ScientificCommission

Å College of Life Science, Shaanxi Normal
University,·ƛΩŀƴΣPRChina

ÅGuangxiUniversity
Å Southwest Forestry University, Yunnan

Province
Å TaishanMedicalUniversity
Å Beijing Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation

Center,Beijing,China

Approximately100 migratory birds, including
whooper swans and pochards, were found
dead in the SanmenxiaReservoir, central
Chinaduring January2015. Oneof the team
members,Dr. YuhaiBi went to the field and
collectedthe samplesto identify the related
pathogen. The causativeagent behind this
outbreak was identified as H5N1 highly
pathogenic avian influenza virus (HPAIV).
SanmenxiaClade 2.3.2.1c-like H5N1 viruses
possess the closest genetic identity to
A/Alberta/01/2014 (H5N1), which recently
causeda fatal respiratoryinfection in Canada
with signs of meningoencephalitis,a highly
unusualsymptomwith influenzainfectionsin
humans.

ÅQinghaiLakeareas,NWChina
Å SanmenxiaReservoirArea,CentralChina,
ÅGuangxiandYunnanProvinces,SWChina

17403samplesin total, including:
ω 15356birds
ω 2047environmentalsamples
ω Tested avian influenza virus for 17403
samples.

Å 18% positive with Avian Influenza
(3174/17403 samples), ƛŘŜƴǘƛŬŜŘ31
subtypes.

Å H5N6 has replaced H5N1 as one of the
dominant Avian InfluenzaVirus subtypes
in southernChinaespeciallyin ducks.

Å H5N6 viruses constitute at least 34
distinct genotypesderived from various
evolutionarypathways.

Å A highly pathogenic Avian Influenza A
(H5N1) Virus in Migratory Birds from
SanmenxiaReservoirArea, CentralChina
in 2015.

Figure 1 Dead birds from Sanmenxiaand sampling 
work of the team members

Due to the geographical location of
Sanmenxia, these novel H5N1 virusesalso
havethe potential to be imported to other
regionsthroughthe migrationof wild birds,
similar to the H5N1 outbreak amongst
migratory birds in Qinghai Lake during
2005. Therefore,further investigationand
monitoring is required to prevent this
novel reassortant virus from becominga
newthreat to publichealth. 2



Å Guangxi University, 
Å Southwest Forestry University
Å Shaanxi Normal University

Trade information such as speciesand quantity

was collected based on site survey, while the

illegal trade information was collected from

internet or from the local forest management

bureaus. In total, 41 speciesincluding12 mammal

species,10 speciesof amphibiousandreptiles,19

bird species were recorded as trade wildlife

species. On the contrary to that, only 8 species

were farming or captive-breeding basedon the

questionnaire information from 21 wildlife

farminghouseholdersor companies.

conducted in two cities 

and two counties along the Sino-
Vietnam border in 2015

There is a large gap between trade

speciesand farming species. Basedon

this survey, it is suggested that the

government of Chinashould encourage

the wildlife farming to meet the market

needsin this area.

Figure 1. The boarder market

Figure 2. The Blue-winged Minla (Minla
cyanouropetera) captured for sale

Figure 3. TheAlligator Snapper 
(Chelydraserpentina) in boarder market

Figure 4. Sampling for virologicaltests in the 
poultry market 
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In March 2017, APEIRCoordinator,Wiku Adisasmito,and APEIRSteeringCommittee
Chairman,AminSoebandrio, attendedtwo different CORDS(ConnectingOrganizations
for RegionalDiseaseSurveillance)Meeting. Thefirst wasone wasin Accra,Ghanaand
the other onewasin Lyon,France.

WANIDSCapacityMeeting
On March 1-3, 2017, APEIRattended a
CORDSMeeting in Accra, Ghana. The
meetingtitle isά²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇon the Integrated
RegionalPlatform for Collectionand Sharing
of Health Information and to Build the
Capacityof the West African Network for
Infectious Disease Surveillance (WANIDS).
Themeetingdiscussedthe operationalization
of the new CORDSnetwork, ά²ŜǎǘAfrican
Network for Infectious DiseaseSurveillance
(WANIDS). !t9LwΩǎpresencecontributed to
the discussion of the organization
developmentandfuture planning.

NewCORDSExecutiveBoardDirectorfrom APEIR
After the planningworkshop,on March 22- 23, 2017, the
boardmeetingwasheld to discussstrategicplansandother
relevantreportsrelatedto the CORDSupdatesandactivities.
Towardsthe endof the session,JuliusLutwama, chairmanof
CORDSExecutiveBoard, handed-over the chairmanshipto
Amin Soebandrio, who is currently the APEIRSteering
CommitteeChairman. TheBoardhasalsoagreedto appoint
Vietnam'sDr. Vungasthe ChairmanElectof the Board.

CORDSNetwork 2018Conference
A planningworkshopwas held on March 20-21,
2017for the/hw5{ΩNetwork preparationin the
upcoming Prince Mahidol Award Conference
(PMAC)2018. CORDSNetwork plan to showcase
the inter network projects. in the conference.
The conference will take place in Bangkokin
January 2018 under the theme άaŀƪƛƴƎthe
World Safe from the Threats of Emerging
Infectious5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎέ. CORDSis scheduledfor a
pre-conferenceworkshopand eachnetwork will
contributefor the workshopsessions.

Figure 4. Julius Lutwamaand Amin 
Soebandrio

Figure 2. CORDS Network 2018 Conference

Figure 1. CORDS Network 2018 Conference

Figure 3. CORDS Network Group Picture
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